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AbovtMe$SFjs.di$i^nedy, Nixon' ai|d,,Clibici 

The renewed conOiet between I^sldent Kennedy and fotjncr Viofr-tTesI)Jent Nixon 
over the Cuban debate in the-1960 campal^ has some aspect of ancient hlstor^j. Yet It 
also stirs large questions that deserve to be aired and answeretl.- . , • . . 

With respect to the facts, there is clearly a large gap.' In hi* new ^k, Mr, Nixon i/-' 

■ charges that Mx-. Kennedy, at the .very piornent when he wag pwblidy c^lng for active 
American aid to the anti^Ca.stio force.s and in eff^t reprodcHii^ the Eisenhower Admin- 
> istration for inertia, knew that a guerrilla forCe' was being tralheii under U. SL direction. 

Such infoi-malion had been given to Mr. Kennedy, Nixon assorts, in. CIA “briefing.s.” 

Mr. Kennedy flatly denies that he had received axy.^ch information. His denial 
is sh'ongly supported by CIA 'chief , Allen Dulles, who certainly htffe no vdiible Democratic 
bias, and who politely sugge.sts that thero has been an “honest mi«mdcrstandln.g.”' Mr. 
Ei.senhower has Issued n rather guarded affirmation of Nixon's version. , ,, , 

All that is plain in this tangle is that,; at no time in the preparation his book, 

, t’id Mr. Nixon seek to check the facts with Allen Dulles. If he had, he wx)!fli\;to*ely have N'; ■ . 
' been obliged to record Mr. Dulles’ rebuttal. Thi.s mu.st, at the very least, t« ft^icribed as ■ • 

!- jounialistic negligence. . . ’i\\. , 

But in another sense it docs not go to the heart of the matter. Kor U^j^eeper j; V^; 
♦jucstiop, which seems to elude .Mr. Nixon, Ls whether his subsequent condtpt w’ou^ have 
. been justified even if Mr. Kennedy were totally guilty as chained 

' • Mr, Nixon says thxit, when his opponent issued his call for direct Aid to tti|l\fcnU- 

Castro rebels, be Jfelt it was hot only his duty to maintain silence pn oqr secret op<» 

; but to “go tp the ©Oxer extreme” and denounce Mi’. Kennedy’s inopofiai. This he 
' Iheir ensuiltg television debate; pe «dd Kennedy’s call for actiph tu’as “dangerously 
sponsible, 'uihat it Would, if heedfcip"lose all our friends in Latin America”- and 
an “open Ihyitation" to Pi emier Khttishchev “to come Into Lat{p,j^erica and,;h^*i! 
us in what&ould.be a civil war andjpossibly woi-sc than that.’^f'' ; - • ' ' ^ i 

It «d)ex*haps ironic, Mr; Nix^ihiinaelf notes, that'whptmt^ editoriaUsts in ni 
place's dedlfed his hnest houi’, full omat^njanlike overton^ be an act of: 

culated dd^icity. ll • ' ^ ” | 

hi^ t ¥■ ,■ f,' 

;o ^(\i at|i Wst’^^jix.u^^lpns »^|t tV' 

uet i}||M jCxhim jnixpi i4Wi||v{xoS»u a«| r»oi 

»»A ■»! II i»o uer> r.; j»»i ««« toon »»«inn / :ur?<a»ua .psf / 

,V 'Jaisnips ^.uouijs JVi „d(oo<t 

^ io; 8M9id atPM ‘xqds 

, qUnoqxxv ’ ’ ' ind itexfi o; vapi.-iop aq J •asii0H.;|i 

tfcaiiTj aqx »uj/Cprtjs xaij* jnq tiajBaqj, IS qil-S ?qi Yuo^ O^xOt* ^ixuagr atjl *? 

& aAOui o} uoj^o UB s«q SJaSpoif pimpfH o3iifun(y[ «VA’ ©u* 

qntaxqSTu lanaf' umohh pup<i aaMo'oao't 

iHV airen yfixiui»s 'xraqiaMS?®®® *,exx«atS Ifwwj 

UJL ‘aajuia Xw paaiaoH* iwj.» rmox aui^g . 9U Jli?: 

pi‘n.«««x»o u«H “^ai. «.piaow»9Ja 
Xupiooij Xq VM9U apinu tuwtx™ 

a»naH »ua<Io -ymi wi aBiKHJi « fq paanas liaaq V; ^ * 

»aq ‘-ssBit ‘aa^Baajo 4 \ Xsiil <>i pasnjaa aq 

tnr«fo;'> troqAVBWpO ‘K aXapaij Xq paatKif pt}® 

aoj )iiaX« »«« 1 © j AW^PP ®,tSIftl>or 

'jaAXi^aH "nas e.aapsauuaj, XQ Athq ”i 

fwe acMsauiwx ® vqw ifjA^ «ja{iag, Ind,. » 

t V-. WMU xxau siq m ‘ ‘ ‘ stiiilMBJV 
S^y, • ,Bso.!io utreqp anpiqiqxa' 
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